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Sounds @ Whispers
Our monthly newsletter to you
Get an inside peek into our Finding Nemo class
See our precious moments pics…
Important dates to diarise

Speech and Hearing Centre
‘Learning Language for Living’

Welcome to Sounds @ Whispers!
Our brand new monthly newsletter where we keep you
up to date with all the news and views as we hear it
happening!
We’re well into Term 3 with all five of our classes hard at work as we
teach and learn language for everyday living. Our teaching staff and
children are busy, focused and growing at school, but that’s not where
we stop!
Through our screening- and parent guidance programmes, we are
sending Whispers of hope for hearing far beyond our school walls and
out there into the world at large. Our work reaches into schools and
communities in the greater Tshwane region and moves even further
afield across country borders and into other African states!
Our University of Pretoria student-training programme continues in
full swing as we give aspiring speech- and audiology students the
opportunity to harness their skills whilst at the same time giving our
children fresh and interesting lesson and therapy experiences.
Every month we will feature a different one of each of our projects,
and will also be spending time with one of our classes giving you an
inside peek into lesson time.
Until then, happy talking!

Dates to Diarise
29 Oct Whispers Country
Dance and Braai
More details on pg 5
05 Nov Whispers School
Concert @ NG Kerk
Lynnwood Ridge
followed by
Nataniel in concert
at the same venue
that evening.
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Special Moments @ Whispers
Is having your ears checked fun? Well, it seems so for the children at Whispers Speech and
Hearing Centre who feel so safe when Debbie checks their ears that they decide to make their
own otoscope so that they can also check ears! Aaaww cute!!!

Share your special moment!
We’re all about special
moments, and would love to
share yours too!
If you have one you’d like to
share, please send us your
story and a photo to
trulydefined139@gmail.com
and we will choose one or two
for this slot each month!
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Finding Nemo

We catch up with teachers Dani and Erestinah
“Who wants to pour the water?” asks Dani with anticipation in
her voice. “Teacher, I do it! Teacher!” answers back an eager,
excited little voice.
“Splash!” goes the water as it invariably plops onto the carpet.
“Oh dear!” says teacher Dani as though nothing happened.
“Oh well, it’s only water” she smiles with a twinkle in her eye
as shrieks of laughter come from the small circle of happy
children during language lesson time.

Each little person arrives at school in the morning
with their own unique feelings, frustrations and joys
for that day. It could be a good or a bad day for some
or all of them.

Today they are learning about the sky and the sun,
that the sun is hot and bright. This is a lesson that
will long be remembered because the fun of wearing
teacher Dani’s sunglasses outside in the bright
sunlight is just impossible to forget, not to mention
trying to touch the “hot” play-play cardboard sun
during lesson time as it smiled on with its friendly
face.

Never fear when teacher Dani is near. “I want to
understand my children,” she says emphatically with
a compassion and love for her children that is
tangible. “I know what it is to be frustrated, to not be
able to hear or talk. To have so much to say and not
know how to say it.” Having walked the long hard
walk with her own hearing loss gives teacher Dani an
empathy with, and heightened sensitivity to her
children that can only come by lived experience,
making her a priceless gem. Prepared for any
eventuality, she remains cool, calm and collected and
her strong, warm accepting presence creates the
security and stability each child needs to maximize
their learning.

Watching Dani, or as the children call her,
“Teacher” or “Teacher Dani” and her English
Middle class is like watching an uncomplicated
ballroom dance sequence where she and her group of
children are in perfect rhythm with each other as
they dance the steps needed to listen to and learn
language. Their ‘dance floor’ is firm and secure, built
solidly upon mutual trust between teacher and
children. The ‘music’ they dance to rings with the
sounds of laughter and language, and the timing and
rhythm of each teaching-learning moment is paced
according to the children and their needs on any
given particular day.

Dani is able to sense very quickly who is happy, sad,
frustrated, scared, who had a bad night’s sleep, who
is feeling plain naughty that day, and who is full of
bounce. Always driven by the unique learning needs
of each individual child in her class, Dani has the
remarkable ability to bring calm where calm is
needed, motivation where motivation is needed,
whilst at the same time giving all the other children
the attention and learning opportunities they require
to grow.

There are six lively bubbly children in the Finding
Nemo themed class, children who have a somewhat
more tricky time in life than many of the same age.
Daily complications to be dealt with include, not
only varying degrees of hearing loss, but also speech
difficulties, emotional challenges, autism and
Down’s syndrome.
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No one is left out in teacher Dani’s class. Everyone is welcomed,
accepted and included unconditionally no matter what. And each one
is also gently guided and motivated to move beyond their comfort zone
and into new learning for that day.
Now it’s time to get creative and out comes the puff paint, so called
because it puffs up once heated in the microwave for a bit. Thick.
Gooey. Sticky. Yellow. For some, getting their hands full of the
interesting textured paint is fun and enchanting, but for others the
experience is different. The sooner their little hands can be clean and
dry the better. This is no random choice of activity. Rather, it has been
carefully planned and chosen to promote learning and to broaden
experience, as is everything else in teacher Dani’s lessons.
Dani knows each child’s likes and dislikes, their loves and hates and of
course, their individual personalities and thresholds. With this
knowledge she creates lessons and activities in such a way so as to give
each child the chance to work both within and outside of the realm of
their comfort zones. This stretches them and enhances growth far
beyond the lesson plan and into skills for life. Sometimes there is as
much to learn from one’s dislikes than from one’s likes.
Dani is honest, genuine, the real deal. She is a young woman with
wisdom beyond her years, tremendous courage, unimaginable love and
a compassion that comes from knowing. Because she herself is
comfortable with not-always-knowing and with taking time to figure
things out in life, it’s okay to be a little person with difficulties of one’s
own in teacher Dani’s class. It’s okay, because even if you’re just a
small kid who’s battling it out and feeling horribly “yuck” that day for
no particular reason, you are safe and can be sure that teacher Dani
still loves and truly cares for you no matter what. She accepts you,
understands and calms you down.
Teacher Dani will give you what you need, even if what you actually
need isn’t always that comfortable. She won’t leave you in your
struggles, but will always do something to help you out of your “yuck”
feelings and into something new. With teacher Dani you’re always
learning, always growing and becoming stronger today than you were
yesterday.
And if you come to school with a sad face,
chances are high that you’ll be going home again
with a smile simply because teacher Dani herself
is the sunshine that warms any heart.
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…and if it weren’t for
Erestinah…
…the Finding Nemo class would be
incomplete.
“Tinah! Tinah!” one of the kiddies
calls out to teaching assistant Eristinah
for help with the oopsie that happened
during toilet time. Calm and graceful,
Eristinah moves to the rescue like a
guardian angel who’s always at hand
to bring relief to any messy or
embarrassing situation.
Like mother, like daughter. Eristinah
has her mother Ivy’s tenderness,
softness, dependability and warmth.
Ivy is our beloved teaching assistant at
Whispers who has offered 16 years of
faithful service to the school and our
children.
Spend some time with Erestinah and it
doesn’t take long to see that she is a
remarkable young woman. She may
be quiet, but Eristinah has a deep zest
and passion for life, a very real love for
children, and the courage to take any
opportunity for personal challenge and
growth.
Thank you Eristinah for your loyalty,
dependability and quiet strength.
Thank you for what you do everyday
to keep our children safe, happy, clean
and tidy and for loving our children so
much.
May your dreams of becoming a
teacher come true, may you be blessed
and may you know just how much
everyone appreciates, not only what
you do, but also the wonderful person
you are.
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We give special thanks to our loyal monthly supporters
Thank you to:
Mr Vosse for his ongoing monthly financial donation
Rietvallei Diakonie for their monthly financial donation
NG Moreletta Park for their monthly food donations

Thank you Reutech Solutions
As part of their Mandela Day initiatives, we were
privileged to meet with the CEO of Reutech Solutions
a subsidiary of Reutech (Pty) Ltd, Isaac Motale, Chief
Financial Officer of Reutech Solutions Nico de Bruyn
and Client Liaison Executive of Reutech (Pty) Ltd
Cleo Mosana who took time out of their busy
schedules to visit our school.

MySchool Donations
We are sincerely grateful to our loyal
MySchool supporters for their regular
contributions.
As from September we will report back
on the total amount of MySchool
contributions raised every month.

We dearly appreciate you!

Thank you so much!

Whispers Country Dance and Braai
We invite you to support our fundraising event in any way that you can
Purchasing tickets, helping us with ticket sales, or any hands-on support will be much appreciated!

Date: 29 October 2016
Time: 19h00
Venue: Toutrek Park, c/o 14th Avenue & Fredrika Street, Gezina
Tickets are available from Lahrona 079 516 9627 or Eloise 072 228 2887
R70 for adults
R20 for children under 12 years

