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Sounds @ Whispers
Our monthly newsletter to you
We meet royalty in the Madagascar class…
Reutech Solutions gives us a sound solution…
Some inspirational quotes on pg.6 to keep us going…
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Hi ho! Hi ho! Its off to work we go!
Music notes dance through the sound waves at Whispers this
month as we sing our way to work in the fourth and final term of
2016. One can sense those typical end-of-year mixed feelings in the
air: excitement, tiredness, satisfaction with work well done, pride at
goals achieved and eager anticipation for the much-needed
holidays. The finish line is in sight…
It is with sadness, however, that this month saw us bid farewell to Ockert,
Lahrona, Ashlyn and J-Den, the happy little boy from Sandra’s class, as
they relocated down to the Eastern Cape. We thank Lahrona, not only for
her hard work as school secretary, but for her unparalleled initiative,
dedication and commitment to our cause that went far beyond the call of
duty. The family will be sorely missed, and we wish them everything of the
very best, a life journey full of miracles, hope and joy.
Please note that our Whispers Country Dance and Braai, a fundraising
project initiated and driven by Lahrona, has sadly been cancelled due to the
change in circumstances.
Meanwhile, prepare for a musical feast on 05 November 2016 happening at
the NG Church in Lynnwood Ridge. In the morning, our children will be
showcasing their talent during the much-anticipated “Whispers in
Wonderland” school concert, for which they are currently practicing in
earnest.
Then, in the evening, Nataniël will be performing his show, “Nataniël
unplugged” also to the benefit of our school. We thank Nataniël and
everyone else involved for making this show a reality. Thank you for
supporting our school!

Until then, it’s off to work we go… Hi ho! Hi ho! Hi ho!

‘Learning Language for Living’

Dates to Diarise
05 November 2016
“Whispers In Wonderland”
School concert @ NG Kerk
Lynnwood Ridge
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Special Moments @ Whispers
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Building Solid Foundations

We join Nadia and Rinah in the Madagascar class
“Chip-chip; bang-bang; chisel-chisel” are the silent
sounds of hard work you will hear in the English
Junior, or “Madagascar” class at Whispers. These
are the sounds of teacher Nadia and teaching
assistant Rinah, whose daily labour of love involves
the building of solid language
foundations into the minds and lives
of the children they teach.

“I don’t think it’s raining today!” teases teacher
Nadia, and everyone giggles. No, it is sunny, and all
the little hands show flickering fingers and earnest
use of voice to express that today is a bright hot day.
Next up, a run through the days of the week and the
months of the year. Colours are revised and counting
is practiced. Facial muscles essential in producing
quality speech are exercised and strengthened during
a game of “Miss Mouse Cleans her House”. And
then it’s story time.

Teacher Nadia is a young, talented and
wholeheartedly devoted teacher with a single-minded
focus: the growth, learning and well-being of her
children. A cochlear implant user herself, it is clearly
apparent that Nadia takes her calling in life
extremely seriously – a calling fuelled by her
unconditional love for children. In her calm and
almost unassuming way, Nadia undoubtedly places
high expectations on herself to give her children the
absolute best start in their language development that
she can. She has been there herself. She knows what
it is like, and is satisfied with no less.

Lest you think that such daily repetition is boring, be
assured that teacher Nadia has a fresh and fun game
for everything. The children are entirely engaged and
make full use of every precious tick, tick, tick of the
clock that goes by.
When it comes to learning language, time is of the
absolute essence. Nadia is pointedly aware of the
clock. To her, every minute and every moment is
weighted with significance as a child’s languagelearning opportunity, almost as vital as the life force
of one’s own beating heart. Nadia’s remarkable
commitment to the maximum use of time can be
seen and felt as she teaches, putting every “brick” the
children have to hand to good work in laying their
language foundation.

In building any foundation, one must start with
the basics, and this is no less the case in class
Madagascar. Today, like every day, learning
gets off to a start with the basics: First the “Lingsix sound test” is done. Not merely just “rattled
off” to get it over-and-done-with. No. Teacher
Nadia ensures that these fundamental sounds to
language development are practiced diligently and
with care. She studiously makes a written note of
which sounds each child was able to hear, identify
and imitate. This is followed by a grounding
orientation of “today” – what day of the week it is
and what the weather is like on this day.

“Chip-chip; bang-bang; chisel-chisel.” One.
Brick. At a time.
The theme this week is not an easy one for little ones
to understand: Royalty. One cannot help but wonder
how such young children, with language abilities so
tender, will be able to grasp this seemingly abstract
elusive concept.

Make no mistake; the kiddies are full of jokes when it
comes to the weather. Today it is bright and sunny.
“What is the weather like today?” asks Nadia. One
little girl uses gesture and voice to show the pitterpatter of rain, grinning from ear-to-ear.

Well, wonder no more.
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Nadia’s eyes grow wide; her face beams with anticipation. A circle of
wide-open eyes answer back, the children hardly containing their
excitement. What does teacher have in that bag? In a moment,
Nadia whips out her collection of dolls, each one dressed in royal
outfits complete with crowns and tiaras. They are the “king”,
“queen”, “princess” and “prince” for today’s lesson.
Oh the absolute delight! The children’s faces light up with glee.
Crowns are being tried on. Doll’s hair is being brushed and
clothes are being admired. Dolls are being hugged and then swapped,
one in exchange for another. Each child, at his or her turn, tries their
very best to voice the new words being learnt. The kiddies are, one and
all, fully participating in the present moment.
The class becomes noisy with little voices: the children are “talking”.
One little boy discovers he can move the doll’s legs and, in his own
way, he vocalizes the “stomp, stomp, stomp!” of the dolly as he
maneuvers it forward. The boy smiles and waves his head in delight,
proud of what he has discovered. Another little girl is quite taken by a
doll’s hair, and engages in brushing, arranging, re-brushing and rearranging it into a variety of styles, chatting away whilst she’s busy.
Yet another is fascinated by the dolly’s dress, and immediately notices
its colour. “…ink! …ink!” she exclaims and is rewarded with Nadia’s
affirming response, “Yes! Her dress is pink! Well done!”
The din may sound random, but it is not. As each little
voice talks, looking to Nadia for guidance and correction,
each little mind is learning what it is ready to learn. The
foundations for language are being built.

“Chip-chip; bang-bang, chisel-chisel”. One. Brick. At a time.
Teacher Nadia is concerned as to whether the children understand the
concept or not. In moments such as this, however, one ponders the
question as to whether it really matters whether or not the children
entirely grasp the concept of “royalty” right here and right now?
The answer perhaps lies in this: learning language for everyday use is
an all-engaging experiential process that requires full participation.
Right here, right now with these dolls, crowns, clothes, colours and
textures; with a teacher who is passionate, diligent, creative and
discerning, there is more than enough interest, curiosity, hands-on
experience and committed guidance available to learn and practice
a wide variety of sounds and words for everyday language use.

“Chip-chip; bang-bang, chisel-chisel”. One. Brick. At a time.
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We honour Rinah
“How many nappies do you think
you’ve changed over the years,
Rinah?” I ask Nadia’s steadfast
support and teaching assistant, Rinah.
With bright eyes and that
unmistakably caring smile, she replies
“Jhohh! Maybe somewhere in the
thirty-thousands?!” and we both burst
out laughing.
Rinah herself is another of the pillars
at Whispers, having faithfully
supported its children and staff for an
amazing total of 17 years – a very long
time. She has literally watched
children grow up from the cradle to
where they are now adults.
In her times, Rinah has tube-fed
children with feeding difficulties; she
has soothed and calmed those who
cannot do so themselves. She has
wiped many tears, has shared many
laughs with children over the years,
and has even extended her hospitality
and care to other families in need. She
has known our children’s frustrations,
their anger, their sadness and their joy.
Rinah is just as passionate about the
children’s language development as
any of the teachers are. In her calm
and patient way she always gently
catches a child’s wandering attention
and brings it back to focus on the
lesson at hand.
To many, teachers and children alike,
Rinah is their mother-away-fromhome. She is calm, nurturing, patient
and warmly embracing. She is strong
and secure, rooted in deep faith.
No matter what you may face in the
day, if Rinah is near, you know that
everything will be okay.
Thank you Ma-Rinah. We all love and
appreciate you so, so much.
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Our special thanks goes to Reutech Solutions
for providing us with a ‘Sound Solution’

Behind this door is our sound booth, a set-up that is critical to the work we do here at Whispers. The sound booth
is where all of our hearing tests are done and, for our children, hearing tests are the ultimate ‘door’ ensuring them
access to sound.
For some time the flooring in our sound booth has been in particular need of repair. Our all-too familiar
acquaintance, the Question, of course came knocking at this very same door: “How can you afford the repairs?”
And then the miracle happened, opening the door to change, silencing our ‘acquaintance’. The miracle came in
the form of three generous, heart-warming souls from Reutech Solutions, a subsidiary of Reutech (Pty) Ltd.: Mr.
Isaac Motale, CEO of Reutech Solutions; Mr. Nico de Bruyn, Chief Financial Officer, and Ms. Cleo Mosana,
Client Liaison Executive.
During their visit to the Centre in July this year for Mandela Day, our three friends offered to, on behalf of
Reutech Solutions, fully finance all the repairs needed to the sound booth, which included new flooring, new
carpeting and the subsequent recalibration of all our audiological equipment to ensure precision of testing in the
good-as-new booth.

This is the month it all happened.
The flooring in the booth was lifted and entirely redone, complete with the laying of thick, top quality foam.
Additionally, brand new carpeting was installed against the walls of the booth, which, combined with the new
floor, all serve to create the necessary sound barriers required for precise testing.
In keeping with the alterations made to the booth, all of our audiological equipment was also recalibrated to
ensure the accuracy of hearing tests and their results.
We are enormously grateful to you, Reutech Solutions, and deeply appreciate your generosity towards us.
You really have provided a lasting “Sound Solution” for all of us, children included, here at the Whispers Centre.
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We are grateful for you, our loyal monthly supporters
MySchool Donations
Thank you for your faithful support during the
month of September. This month our
contributions amounted to:

TOTAL September 2016: R 772.14
We sincerely appreciate your care!

We are enormously grateful to you
for your generous donation of
groceries and other supplies which
you faithfully give us each month.
Thank you for feeding our children.
We dearly appreciate your loyal
support!

